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ANSWER TO POTHOS. 


Mr. Epitor,—I am unwilling that the inquiry 
made in your last, relative to the genealogical ac- 
counts of our Saviour, as given in the gospels of 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, should go unanswered; 
and yet to give them a satisfactory reply, may 
perhaps be attended with some difficulty. 

That these accounts were not intended to be 
literal accounts of the genealogy of Christ, as of 
the lineage of David, is evident from the discre- 
pancy between them, not only as it respects the 
number of generations between David, and Joseph 
the husband of Mary, but also as it respects the 
persons through whom his lineage is traced ; there 
being, as is mentioned by your correspondent, but 
twenty-five, of whom the names are given in Mat- 
thew’s account from David to Joseph, and not less 
than forty, in St. Luke’s. Both these accounts pro- 
fess to give the genealogy of Christ through Jo- 
seph, for they both terminate in him; nor can it, 
as I conceive, by any possibility, be made out, that 
the one is designed to give us the lineage of Joseph, 
andthe other of Mary. Besides, of what possible 
use to give us the lineage of Joseph? For it is not 
only admitted, but often made the subject of proof 
and argument, that Christ was not the son of Jo- 
seph. Disclaiming, then, all idea of attempting the 
explanation of this subjeet in the ordinary way, (I 
mean the way of the learned, who have only ren- 
dered confusion more dark and intricate) permit 
me to offer for the consideration of your corres- 
pondent and readers, a different explanation. 

There are but two ways in which this subject 
ean possibly be considered. These accounts are 
either literal accounts of the lineage of Christ, or 
they are spiritual. For that the word of God is of 
spiritual as well as of /iteral interpretation, is plain, 
not only from what Christ himself says,‘My words 
are spirit and they are life,’ but also from the de- 
claration of the apostle, that‘ the letter killeth, but 
the spirit maketh alive.’ That they are not literal 
accounts, needs I think no further proof. For if 
iny one can suppose that two accounts differing so 
essentially from each other as these do, and both 
professing to prove the same thing, the lineal de- 
scent of Christ from David, are literally true, I 
should deem all arguments with such a mind entire- 
ly useless. If then, they are not literal accounts of 
this circumstance, they must be spiritual. And 
then the object of our inquiry will be, how they are 
to be spiritually understood. 

The spiritual interpretation of the Scriptures as 
the same is usually made, is very vague and inde- 
terminate. Every interpreter is left to his own 
choice of meaning, and there must of course be as 
many spiritual meanings to doubtful and obscure 
passages, as there are various sects, or different arti- 
cles of belief; for every such passage must, if ne- 
cessary, be made to harmonize with the views of 
the particular commentator. So that it would seem 
there is a necessity for some certain rule which 
should be generai and universal, by which the true 
spiritual meaning of the Scriptures can be made 
out; arule that shall be applicable, not to one par- 
ticular part only, of the sacred writings, but to the 
whole. A key that shall unlock the treasures of 
Divine knowledge, and bring to light the spirit and 
life of this Holy Look. Your readers, perhaps, may 
some of them be startled at the mention of such a 
key, and be ready to ask, who is to give it to us, 
and how are we to know whether it be a true key 
ornot? Should any of your readers have a easket 
in which he was informed there were concealed vast 
treasures, and the only obstacle to his possession of 
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those treasures,was the wan4 of a key to unlock the 
casket, would he, when some kind hand offered him 
a key, which he was assured would unlock his trea- 
sures, would he, I say, stop to inquire who was the 
maker of this key, before he applied it to the cas- 
ket? Would he not rather hasten to make the ex- 
periment, and see whether it would open bis trea- 
sure’ Even sotry this key to the spiritual meaning 
of the Scriptures, and see whether it will open it or 
no. If it will, then it must be a true key. If it will 
not. of course it must be a false one. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew begins as follows: 
‘ The Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham.’ Now this is 
not literally true. For literally speaking, Christ is 
not the son of David. Nor is David literally speak- 
ing the son of Abraham. David, it is true, was the 
descendant of Abraham, but not hisson. And that 
Christ was not the son of David, in the sense we 
have been accustomed to consider him, is proved 
by his own words. This I think is the obvious con- 
clusion from that remarkable question, which he 
put to the scribes on this very subject ‘ And Jesus 
answered and said, while he taught in the temple, 
How say the scribes that Christ is the son of David. 
For David himself said, by the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord said to my Lord, sit thou on my right hand, 
till l make thine enemies thy footstool. David 
therefere himself called him Lord, and whence is 
he his son?’ 

We have said that their accounts can only be re- 
conciled and made consistent, by considering them 
spiritually. Now, by considering them spiritually, 
I mean, that in these accounts, we are not to con- 
sider that they detail historically the descent of 
Christ from David according to the flesh, but we 
are to consider them as detailing in series the de- 
scent of the Divine truth, from highest to lowest 
principles, from God into nature. Christ was the 
Word made flesh, consequently, the Divine truth in 
ultimates or in its lowest degreé. For the Word is 
divine truth, and the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. But this divine truth in its de- 
scent from God, or from its highest principles, must 
necessarily pass through various accommodated 
states, until its manifestation in the world. Divine 
truth, in itself, is always one and the same, but it 
presents itself to the several orders of intelligences 
in states of accommodation, that is, veiled according 
to the degrees of their intelligence. Thus truth as 
presented to the angels of the third or highest hea- 
ven, may be called celestial; as presented to the an- 
gels of the second or middle heaven, spiritual ; and 
as presented to the angels of the first or lower hea- 
ven, celestial and spiritual natural ; and as present- 
ed to men on earth, merely natural. Yet men here 
on earth are capable of having their minds so ele- 
vated as to perceive truth in all its various degrees. 
In agreement with this view, we find in the account 
given by St. Matthew, that there are three several 
stages or gradations in general, by which the de- 
scent of the Divine truth is distinguished, the first 
is from Abraham to David, which are reckoned 
fourteen generations ; the second from David until 
the carrying away into Babylon, which are also 
reckoned fourteen generations ; and from the carry- 
ing away into Babylon unto Christ, whieh also are 
reckoned fourteen generations. Now, these three 
larger divisions correspond to and represent the 
three degrees of truth as it existed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ,from his inmost or highest, to his out- 
ermost or lowest principles. In other words,the first 
period or the generations from Abraham to David, 
represent the Lord’s inmost or celestial man, the 


second his inner or spiritual man, and the third his | pri 


outer or natural man, corresponding to the three 
heavenly states. Of course then, all the genera- 
tions from Abraham to David, relate and have re- 


spect to Divine truth in its descent through the celes- 





tialdegree. All the generations from David to the 
carrying away into Babylon to the descent of the 
Divine truth through the spiritual degree. And 
from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ, 
all the generations relate and have respect to its 
descent through the natural degree. In which de- 
gree taking to itself in the womb of the Virgin the 
natural principles it was born into the world. This 
was the descending scale, or the descent of the Di- 
vine truth from its first into its lowest principles , 
the ascending scale or the return of this Divine truth 
to first principles,is the glorification of the humanity, 
or the union of the human with the Divine nature, 
whereby the human also became Divine;this is what 
our Lord alludes to when he says, ‘I am come forth 
from the Father,and am come into the world; again 
I leave the world and I go to the Father.’ 

The genealogy according to Luke,is of the same 
nature with that of St. Matthew, for they are both 
written, not on aceount of the literal relation, but 
on account of the spiritual truths they were intend 
ed to communicate ,to wit, the descent of the Divine 
truth on earth. Any variation therefore in the account 
by St. Luke, or any additional names, cannot in the 
least alter the fact. For as the literal sense in this 
case is merely a description of the quality of this 
truth in its various degrees of descent, from the 
Divine through the heavens, until its final mani- 
festation on the earth, any name (name signifying 
quality) mentioned in St. Luke, and not to be found 
in Matthew, will be considered only a more minule 
designation of this quality. ‘Thus (by way of illus- 
tration) if twenty-five generations only be given by 
Matthew, while Luke gives forty, this only shows 
the account of Luke to contain a more minute ex- 
pression of quality. 

Should these remarks be deemed not sufficiently 
satisfactory by your correspondent, and IT can hard 
ly flatter myself they will be fully satisfactory, be- 
cause I have not entered at large upon the subject, 
I shall be happy to afford him such further informa- 
tion as I may be able; orat least to point him to a 
source, where he may investigate the subject at his 
leisure. J.C. 

Nov. 5, 1820. 
-_~- — 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin,—Enclosed I send you the far-famed speci- 
men of Welch preaching, which has travelled pretty 
briskly through the American papers, and may 
ree Be be presumed to have some claim to mo- 
dern orthodoxy. It is not, indeed, very wonderful, 
that such fustian should find admirers, for the com- 
mentator, Scott, testifies to the truth, when he says, 
‘A very small proportion of men’s actions are di- 
rected by personal knowiedge, demonstration, or 
even by the higher degrees of probability” This 
fact, + He accounts for the wide circulation of a 
production, replete with national vanity,and clerical 
jargon. 7. ; 

“ At a meeting of ministers at Bristol, the reve- 
rend Mr. invited several of his brethren to 
sup with him; among them was the minister 
officiating at the Welch meeting heuse in that city. 
He was an entire stranger to all the company, and 
silently attentive to the general conversation of his 
brethren. The subject on which they were dis- 
coursing, was the different strains of public preach- 
ing. When many gave their opinion, and had men- 
tioned some individuals as good preachers, and 
such as were models as to the style of composition, 
&ec. Mr. turned to the Ww elch stranger, and 
solicited his opinion. He said he felt it to bea 
ivilege to be silent when such men were discours- 
ing; but that he feltit a duty tocomply with this 
request. But,” said he, “ f [ must give my opi- 
nion, I should say that you hav eno good preach- 
ers in England.” ‘No ” gaid Mr. L. ‘ No 3u: 
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he; ‘that is, I mean vo such preacbers a§ we have , replied, four thousand years hence, upon the hill of 
in the principality.’ ‘ | know,’ said Mr. L.‘ you are Calvary, without the gates of Jerusalem, I will per- 
famous for jumping in Wales, but that is not owing, form it in my own person.’ The deed was prepared 
i suppose, so much to the strain of preaching which and signed in the presence of the angels of God. 
the people hear, as to the enthusiasm of their cha- | Justice was satisfied ; and Mercy entered preaching 
racters.” Indeed,’ said the Welchman, ‘ you would | salvation in the name of Jesus. The deed was 


jump too, if you heard and understood such | committed to the patriarchs, by them to the 
preaching.’* Why,’ said Mr. L.‘ do you not think I 
could make them jump, if | were to preach to) 
them? ‘You make them jump! exclaimed the 
Welchman, ‘ you make them jnmp! A Weilch- 
man would set fire to the world, while you were 
lighting your match.’ The whole company became 
very much interested in this new turn of the sub- 
ject, and unanimously requested the good man to 
give them some specimen of the style and manner 
of preaching of the principality. * Specimen,’ said 
he, ‘ I cannot give ;if John Elias was here, he would 
give a specimen indeed. Oh! John Elias is a great 
preacher.’ ‘ Well,’ said the company, ‘give us 
something that you have heard from him.” ‘ Oh 
no!’ said he, * I cannot do justice to ity—beside, do 
you understand the Welch language ?’ They said 
‘no, not so as to follow a discourse.’ * Then’ said 
he, * it is impossible for ye to understand, if | were 
to give youa specimen.’ ‘* But, said they, ‘ cannot 
you put it into English?’ ‘Oh! said he, * your poor 
meagre language would spoil it; it is not capable of 
expressing those ideas which a Welechman can 
concvive ; I cannot give you a specimen in English 
without spoiling it.’ The interest of the company 
was increased, and nothing would do but something 
of a specimen, while they promised to make every 
allowance for the language. 

*“ Well,’ surd the Welehman, ‘ If you must have | 
a piece, T must try, but | don’t know what to give 
you Ide not recollect a piece of John Elias; he 
is our best preacher. | mustthink a little: well I 
recollect 4 piece of Christmas Evans. Christmas 
FE vans Was a geod preacher, and i heard him a little 
tin ico, at an association of ministers. He was 
preaching on the depravity of man by sin,—of his | 
recovery by the death of Christ; and he said, ! 





r 


‘ brethren. if ] were torepresentto you ina figure, | 


the eondition of mau as a sinner, and the means of | 
his recovery by the eross of Jesus Christ, I should 
represent it somewhat in this way. Suppose a 
large graveyard surrounded by a high wall, with 
only one entrance which is by a large iron gate, | 
which is fast bolled; within these walls are thou- | 
sands and tens of thousands of human beings, of 
all ages and of all classes, by one epidemic disease 
bending to the grave,—the grave yawns to swallow 
them, and they must all die—there is no balm to 
relieve them—no physician there—they must perish. 
This is the condition of man as a sinner-—all, all 
have sinned, and the soul that sinneth it shall die. | 
While man was io this deplorable state, Mercy, the | 


kings of Israel and the prophets; by them it was 


| preserved until Daniel’s seventy weeks were accom- 


plished. Then, at the appointed time, Justice ap- 
peared on the hill of Calvary, and Merey presented 
to him the important deed. * Where,’ said Justice, 
‘is the Son of God?’ Mercy answered, ‘ behold 
him at the bottom of the hill, bearing his own cross ; 
and then she departed, and stood aloof at the hour 
of trial. Jesus ascended the hill, while in his train 
followed his weeping church. Justice immediately 
presented them with the deed, saying,* This is the 
day when this bond is to be executed.’ When he 
received it, did he tear it in pieces, and give it to the 
winds of heaven ? No, he nailed it to his cross, ex- 
claiming, * it is finished.” Justice called on Holy 
fire to come down and consume the sacrifice. Holy 
fire descended—it swallowed his humanity, but 
when it touched his Deity it expired! and there 
was darkness over the whole heavens: but, ‘ glory 
te God in the highest, on earth peace, good will to 
men.’ 

* This,’ said the Welchman, ‘ this is but a poor 
specimen of Christmas Evans.’ 

London Jewish Expositor. 

On reading the foregoing * specimen,’ the follow- 

ing propositions are considered as fairly deduei 


| ble from it: 


Ist. All men are sinners ; and as the soul that 
sinneth shall die, they are without hope ; for, ‘die 
they or justice must.’ 

2d. Mercy, the paring attribute of Deity, 
wept over the scene, but could only pity, not re- 
lieve from the denunciation of vindictive justice. 

Sd. A mediator ioterferes, and vindictive justice 
is satisfied by a something else than the threatened 
penalty. The sine qua non is dispensed with, and, 

ath. The law being well satisfied with the substi- 
tule, the penalty is abrogated, and (for aught that 
appears, the preacher is ready to join issue withthe 
Scriptures in the final happiness of all men. 

By the Scriptures we understand, ‘ that all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God ; being 
freely justified by his grace through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus’ This is so similar to the 
last verse of the 6th chapter of Romans, that the 
same inference must be drawn from each. ‘The 
wages of sin is death, sur the gift of God is eter- 
nal life’ Thus all have sinned—all are justified. — 
The soul that sinneth shall die---true---but what is 
this death? ‘To be carnally minded jis death, says 
the apostle. And again---the carnal mind is enmi- 


darling attribute of Deity, came down and stood | ty against God, is not subject to the law of God 
at the gate, looked at the scene and wept over it,| neither indeed can.be ; but the light of life ean 
exclaiming, * Oh! that I mighteoter; [ would bind | destroy the darkness of the carnal mind---the 
up their wounds—TI would relieve their sorrows—I] | knowledge of God and Jesus Christ whom, he 


would save their souls!" While Mercy stood weep- | 
ing at the gate, an embassy of angels, commission- | 
ed from the court of heaven to some other world, | 
passing over, paused at the sight, and heaven forgave 
that pause; and seeing Mercy standing there, they | 
cried, * Merey, Mercy, ean you not enter? Can you 

look upon this seene and not pity? Can you pity | 
and not relieve ? Mercy replied, * I] can see ;’ and} 
in her tears she added, * 1 can pity, but I cannot! 
relieve’ ‘Why can you not enter?’ * Oh! said 
Mercy,‘Justice has barred the gate against me, and | 
eannot, must vot unbar it.’ At this moment, Justice 
himself appeared, as it were to watch the gate. The 
angels inquired of him, ‘ Why will you not let Mer- 
ey in? Justice replied,‘ My law is broken, and it 
must be honoured. Die they or justice must!’ At 
this, there appeared a form among the angelic band, 
like unto the Son of God, who, addressing himself 
to Justice, said, ‘ What are thy demands ?’ Justice 
replied,‘ My terns are stern and rigid. I must have 
sickness for their health—I must have ignominy for 
their honour—I must have death for life— Wi - 
out shedding of blood there is no remission.’ ‘ Jus- 
tice,’ said the Son of God,‘ L accept thy terms. On 
me be this wrong, and let Merey enter.’ ‘ When,’ 


hath sent, is the gift of God, and, by the de- 
claration of our Saviour, ETERNAL LIFE. 

Die they or justice must, is a tradition of man. 
Every sinner does assuredly die, in the full sense of 
Scripture; but the addition, though it answers very 
weil for poetry, is neither in the letter vor spirit of 
Seripture. Justice requires us to love the Lord our 
God with all the heart; and our neighbour as our- 
selves; and, says our Saviour, ‘On these two com- 
mandments bang all the law and the prophets.’ 
Here, then, is the ‘end of the law; and, says Jesus, 
‘Il came,not to destroy the law nor the prophets,but 
to fulfil.” And again--- one jot nor little of the law 
shall not pass away, until all be fulfilled.’ 

2d. How it comes about that the claims of vin- 
dictive justice are so sacred, that the efforts of the 
darling attribute of Deity---Mercy, are made in 
vain, is for those to answer, who desire ‘ to be teach- 
ers of the law, not knowing what they say, nor 
whereof they affirm; and a rational answer will be 
given, when it can be shown how two can walk to- 
gether unless — agree---and, how a being can be 
proved perfect, whose attributes clash,‘ And with 
one attribute another wound.’ 

3d. The declarations of Seri are positive. 





said Justice, ‘will you perform this promise? Jesus 


‘The soul that sinneth shall die, but from this 


death there is a recovery, or every human betog is 
entirely cut off; for all have sinned, and, as saith 
the inspired penman, ‘so death passed upon al! 
men.’ Whatever was the office of the Mediator 
he is no where represented as preventing the deat}. 
consequent on sin, nor saving men from deserve 
punishment. The latter part of the proposition js 
liable to serious objections, inasmuch, as it repre- 
sents God as changeable, if not worse. The mo 
ment we grant this proposition, all reasoning re- 
specting the designs of God are ended. If he is no} 
unchangeable, nothing can be proved, nor dis 
proved, affirmed, nor denied, respecting him, wit 
" degree of consistency. : 

fully believe, on Scripture testimony, that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain,wait. 
ing to be delivered of this body of sin and death 
and that as Christ came to save his people from 
their sins, he will completely accomplish the errand, 
and thereby subdue all things to himself; and we 
have no better authority for saying that any de 
scription of people are his,than we have for saying, 
that all souls are his, and were given him for the 
very purpose of giving to them eternal life. 

The salvation of God, in this view, in no wise di 
minishes from the denunciation against the break. 
ers of the moral law. Every one, without respect 
of persons, must suffer according to the evil of his 
ways. The lez talionis is still in force, and it is 
equally true that ‘the wicked shall be cast into hell 
and all the nations that forget Ged,’ as that ‘ all the 
ends of the world shall remember and return to thi 
Lord.’ 

The fourth proposition, as stated above, though 
perhaps not intended,evideutly grows out of the di 
course—to which I say,—Ammen. 

Note.— Eternal death, is the third death, xccord 
ing to commentatois, denounced upon the first 
pair. To besure of enough, they tell us it) was 
temporal—-spiritual—and eternal. it was not tempo- 
ral, or Adam died thus on the day of the lapse. It 
was not eternal, or endless misery, for the Seriptur 
refutes the absurdity. It was then moral death, » 
departure from a life of righteousness, or moral rec- 
titude, or as the apostle testifies, the carnal mind. 
A sense of wrong doing gendereth fear, and fea: 
hath torment. And yet, blessed be God, he loves 
us with great love, even when dead in trespasses 
and sins, and we are told that these dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God and live. I repeat the 
sentiment, that this third death, called the eternal, is 
not found, save in the tradition of man;for if it were. 
and men deserve this death, the Saviour from this 
death must be unjust. But blessed be his name, he 
is a just God and a Saviour.—amen. 

MENTOR.— Albany. 
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CONTROVERSIAL. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sirn,—When I reflect on the multitude of Cler- 
gymen in this city, who are lolling at their ease, 
and receiving salaries amply sufficient to ena! 
them to give themselves fully to the ‘work of the 
ministry,’—I eannot refrain from expressing my as 
tonishment and indignation at the apathy wit! 
which they appear to suffer, tn silence (among othe 
evils) the mis-named ‘Gosvet Heratn,’ freely to 
circulate among our citizens, ladeo with ail its pes 
tiferous poison, without once openly and ingenuous 
ly, administermg some antidote to its dangerow: 
errors. Is it indeed to enable these genilemen tv 
live in habitations, rivalling in splendour the palaces 
of princes? Or is it to indulge them in tables laden 
with the ‘ pick of the season and the choicest 
wines, that these—what? Dumb dogs? Pardon 
me—these en—extort enormous sums from 
the fortunes of the affluent,and from the hard-earn- 
ed pittance of the ? Or are their thousands 
per annum presented to them that they may be 
freed from all secular affairs,and thereby be fully at 
liberty to ‘ watch over our souls as those that must 
give account ?,—Methinks every truly pious, or 
honest man, will readily join with me in asserting, 
that the latter is the intent of the donors. 





le 
nae 





It will avail these gentlemen little, Mr. Editor, to 








fect, that your weekly lucubratiens are too insig- 
ificant to merit their attention; or too palpably 
erroneous to deceive any of the learned. We all 
know that the majority of every Christian commu- 
nity is composed of those, whose daily avocations 
preclude the possibility of their entering into deep 
and abstruse thevlogical disquisitions ; and it is for 
the benefit of these that they should be instant in 
counteracting dangerous errors, and barefaced here- 
sies, such as, in my Opinion, are promulgated in 
the Herap. 

Leaving, however, those gentlemen to their own 
conceptions of right and wrong, and to answer to 
the Bishop of souls for their detections, permit me, 
Mr. Editor, a plain, unlettered man, to ‘ offer mine 
opinion’ ona point considered essential among 
Christians—namely— Whether those that are lost 
are eternally so'!—And I hope, Mr. Editor, that if 
the following thoughts shal! merit publication, and 
an answer from any person, that it may be given 
dispassionately, and free from all useless aspersions 
on the religious belief of our fellow-Christians. 

The excellency of the Gospel dispensation is 
greatly evidenced by those sanctions of rewards 
and punishments which it offers to all its hearers, 
inorder to engage them to be obedient to its pre- 





cepts. It promises eternal happiness to the upright, | 
and denounces a punishment ofeverlasting misery | 
against the finally impenitent. It is to the first a! 
‘ savour of life,’ unto life, on the other a ‘savour of | 
death unto death.’ 

But whence is it that men are so disingenuous ? 
The reason seems to be this: The promise of eternal 
happiness is so agreeable to the inclinations and wish- | 
es of mankind,that all who call themselves Christians | 
universally and willingly subscribe to the belief of 
it: but then there is a something so shocking in the 
cunsideration of eternal torments, and seemingly, 
such an infinite disproportion between an endless 
duration of pain, and a short life spent in pleasure, 
that men can searcely be brought to confess that 
eternal misery awaits the wicked in a future state. 

Christ Jesus says distinctly, and that without re- 
serve, in Matt. xxv. 46. ‘ These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment.’ It is therefore a legitimate 
conclusion, that the torments reserved for the wick- 
ed hereafter, are eternal. The word of God him- 
self assures us, in line upon line, that it will be so. 

To quote all the texts that might be produced in 
proof of this, would be almost endless. Suffice it 
iv instance only a few. In the Old Testament, in 
the Book of Daniel, chap. xii. 2. we are told, that 
‘Some shall awake to everlasting life, and others to 
everlasting contempt.’ In the Book of Isaiah it is 
said,chap. Ixvi. 24. ‘Their worm shall not die, nei- 
ther shall their fire be quenched.’ And, in horror at 
ihe prospect of the continuance of the torments of 
the damned, the same holy prophet breaks out, 

Who can dwell with everlasting burning!’ 

But the New Testament is still fuller on this 
point, it being a revelation which brought this and 
such like particulars to a clear light—-St. Jude tells 
us of certain despisers, &c. that ‘for them was re- 
served the blackness of darkness for ever.’—In the 
Revelation it is declared,the‘ that the smoke of the 
torments’ of the wicked ‘ascendeth for ever and 
ever” And if we believe the witness of men inspired 
of God, the witness of the Son of God, who had 
the Holy Spirit in its fulness, is far greater —He 
says, ‘ It is better for thee to enter into life maimed ; 
that is, better to forego the gratification of thy lusts, 
or incur the displeasure of thy friend, which may 
be as dear to thee as a hand or a foot, ‘ than having 
two hands and feet,’ (that is, for indulging the one, 
or disobeying God to oblige the other) ‘to be cast 
into hell,where their worm dieth not,and the fire is 
not quenched !” 

} know that it has been objected by you, Mr. 
Editor, that the words everlasting, and ever and 
ever, are often usedi n the Scriptures, (especially, in 
the Old Testament) when they signify not an end- 
less duration, but a limited term of time. 

I grant this: but I reply, that when the words 
are used with this limitation, they either manifestly 
appear to befused so from the context, or are put 
in opposition to occasional types, which God gave 
his people on some special occasions, as when it 





is said, ‘It shall be a perpetual, or everlasting sta- 
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tute,’ &e. that is, a standing type, and not merely 
transient or occasional, as was the pillar of cloud, 
the manna, &c. Or they may have a relation to 
that covenant God made with his spirittal Israel ; 
which, if understood in a spiritual sense, will be 
everlasting, though the ceremonial dispensation 
be abolished. 

But be this as it may ( for the present)—It is posi- 
tively said, ‘That the righteous shall go into life 
eternal.” From which words, all are ready to 
grant, that the life promised to the righteous smaLu 
be eternal. And why the punishment threatened 


to the wicked should not be understood to be eter- | 


nal likewise, when the very same words in the ori- 
ginal are used to express the duration of each, no 
shadow of reason can be given. 

But, Sir, there cannot be one argument urged 
why God should reward his saints with everlasting 
happiness, which will not equally prove that 
he ought to punish sinners with eternal misery. 

For, since we know nothing how he will deal with 
either, but by a Divine Revelation; and since, as 
was proved by the foregoing argument, he has as 
positively threatened to punish the wicked eternally 
as to reward the righteous; it follows, that his truth 
will be as much called in question, did he not inflict 
his punishments, as it would be, if he did not confer 
his rewards. 

My opinion, Mr. Editor, is, that Christ is the 
only Mediator between God and man, but at the 
hour of man’s death, (if he die in his sins) Christ’s 
mediation and intercession for him is irrecoverably 
gone. 

Should the foregoing arguments prove acceptable 
to your readers, and admissible by you, it is proba- 
ble that I shall enlarge on the subject, as I seri- 
ously assure you, ‘the half is not told.’ At the 
same time, I am your’s respectfully, 

VINEDRESSER. 
ANSWER. 

We are almost constrained to pity the Rev. 
‘ gentlemen, when we consider they are thus rough- 
ly dressed by one of their own faith ; who we think 
would, in the end, if he were to progress in a cor- 
responding ratio, instead of dressing, absolutely 
pull them up by the roots! Would Vinedresser make 
use of this uncivil and plain phraseology in his ad- 
dress to his spiritual directors, if he considered the 
dignity of their stations,—the sanctity of their cha- 
racters—the purity of their motives—the great zeal 
they possess for the truth—and their acknowledged 
superiority over the rest of mankind? Did he take 
iato consideration the hazard he ran of wounding 
hearts already agonized with suffering, and bleeding 
for poor sinners, to save whom, they are willing to 
forego all the enjoyments and comforts of this life, if 
they could but save one poor soul from the dread- 
ful abyss which is ingulphing millions? 4h, no,— 
none of these considerations, we are persuaded, 
were permitted by him to have any influence over 
his mind, or he never would have expressed him- 
self in terms which can only be justified on the 
strange supposition that they are true! We are con- 
strained, however, in conformity with the opinion 
of Vinedresser, who says, * Methinks every truly 
pious, or honest man, will readily join with me in 
asserting that the latter is the intent of the donors, 
to say—we think so too. 

Vinedresser concludes his second paragraph, by 
declaring as his opinion, that ‘ barefaced heresies are 
promulgated in the Herald.’ In answer to this, we 
observe, that it has been with regret that we have 
witnessed this in the teaching of some of our cor- 
respondents ; and that we have, and shall continue 
to counteract, by publishing the truth, ‘ the dange- 
rous errors,’ and heresics we allude to. 

Vinedresser in his third paragraph, interrogates,— 
‘ Whether those that are lost, are eternally so? 'To 
this, we answer—there are various opinions. 


The Calvinists and Arminians say they are—but | 


the Scriptures say, (and we believe them) “ that 
Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost; 
and that he finished the work he came to do’—and 
the Scripture slikewise say, that ‘ All nations 
whom God hath made shall come and worship be- 
fore him,’—and Christ said,‘ Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out’—and the Scriptures 
farther say, ‘All the ends of the world shall re- 
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member and turn unto the Lord; and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before him’— 
therefore, we believe, those that are lost, are not 
eternally so; for if this were the case, Christ did 
not find, nor save them, neither could it ever be 
true that all should come and worship, if a part 
never came! 
Vinedresser’s fourth paragraph would do much 
better, if the word law was substituted in the place 
of gospel. We think, if he can produce no other 
evidence of the excellence of the gospel dispensation 
‘than the rewards it promises to the righteous, and 
the punishments it threatens the wicked, he would 
make a poor advocate. Indeed, on this ground, we 
\think he would never be able to convince any man 
that the endless misery, according to him, threaten- 
led under the gospel, was more excellent than the 
| temporal suffering threatened under the law, if the 
man was going to suffer it! In few words; we believe 
| Vinedresser has mistaken the law for the gospel ! 
The law was made up of conditions—the gospei ts 
| good news that all is given, without money or price ! 
| We shall expect Vinedresser to bring something 
'else besides Ris own assertion, to prove, that the 
gospel ‘promises eternal happiness to the upright ; 
and denounces a punishment of everlasting misery 
|against the finally impenitent.” We should be grati- 
fied if he would inform us what chapter and verse 
contains this declaration. And farther, how many 
finally impenitent sinners there will be, when * every 
tongue swears tofthe Lord, and says, In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength ? 

Vinedresser’s fifth paragraph wants a little proof. 
He asks, ‘ But whence is it that men are so disen- 
genuous 2” And answers— The reason seems to be 
this: The promise of eternal happiness is so agreea- 
ble to the inclinations and wishes of mankind, that 
all who call themselves Christians universally and 
willingly subscribe to the belief of it; but then 

ithere is a something so shocking in the considera- 
tion of eternal torments, and seemingly such an 
| infinite disproportion between an endless duration of 
| pain, and a short life spent in pleasure, that men can 
scarcely be brought to confess, that eternal misery 
awaits the wicked in a future state’ Let us ex 
amine this. Mankind are disingenuous because 
God has promised eternal happiness---and men like 
it, because they think there is seemingly an infinite 
disproportion between a short life, &e., and endless 
misery. Now we think there is a real difference ; 
not a seeming one. It is our opinion, that facts 
will not justify Vinedresser in his assertions. All 
Christians (Christian Universalists excepted) ‘ will- 
ingly subseribe’ to the doctrine of elernal happiness, 
provided it is for themselves ; and say nothing about 
the ‘seeming disproportion’, and are quite willing that 
endless misery should await their wieked neigh- 
bours. We say quite willing, for many of them are 
outrageous, if you do not join with them and damo 
the wicked for ever! If endless misery is so very 
shocking to mankind, bow shocking must it be to 
that God whose name and nature is Love? ‘ Love,’ 
saith the Scriptures, ‘thinketh no ul.’ And the 
Scriptures, likewise, declare, that God loved the 
;world! That God is unchangeable; consequently, 
{will love them for ever, without end! Will he make 
! those “ hom he loves €) dlessly nm iscrable ? Will he 
| suffer those he loves to endure that, the mere idea 
of which is shocking? We think not The apostle 
| declared— Lam persuaded, that neither life, nor 
ideath, vor things present, nor things to come, &c., 
shail be able to separate us from the love of God, 
lwhich is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Again-- We 
jinform Vinedresser, that ‘the way of transgressors 
lis hard.’ If endless torments await those that 
[spend a short lifein pleasure, it will await very few 
fof the wicked. For ‘ tribulation and anguish shall 
| be upon every soulof man that doeth evil.’ Is thig 
pleasure ? We think not. 

| Vinedresser’s sirth paragraph reads thus, ‘ Christ 











jJesus says distinetly, and that without reserve, in 
| Matt. xxv. 46. * These shall go away into everlast- 
ling punishment.’ It is therefore a legitimate con 
| clusion, that the torments reserved for the 
| wicked hereafter are eternal. The wod of God 
lhimself assures us, in line upon line, that it 
will be so.” Now we say, that Christ did not 
'say, ‘these shall go away into everlasting punish 





i140 


ment—therelore, it is not a legitimate conclusion, , 
that the torments reserved for the wicked hereafter 
are eternal. Neither does the ‘ word of God him- 
self assure us, in line upon line, that it will be so.’ 
We shall prove this! Previous to doing this, how- 
ever, we would suggest to Vinedresser the expedi- 
ency of altering his creed a little; for if eternal 
(never ending) torments are reserved for the wicked 
in a future state, we think ov his ground, Universal 
damnation, and not salvation, would be the case. 
The Scriptures are explicit—‘ The soul that sinneth | 
it shall die—death hath passed upon all men, for) 
that all have sinned—cursed is every one that con-| 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the | 
law to do them—he that offendeth in one point is| 
guilty of all—in many things we offend all—God | 
looked down from heaven upon the children of | 
men, to see if there were any that did good, and | 
there was none good, no! not ONE" The condi- 
tion of the law was perfect obedience. Except the 
naan Christ Jesus, no man ever kept the law—hence 
the Scriptures declare, ‘ They are all gone out of 
the way, there is none that understandeth. T'here 
is none righteous, no, not one! Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law ; that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become geity - 
fore God.’ Now bring forward your eternal tor- 
ments, and where are you? Will you pretend to say, 
that if the wicked repents, and cries, and mourns, 
that his tears will atone for his sins? If so, we tell 
you in the impressive language of Scripture, ‘ with- 
out shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.’ 
And that ‘ Christ made peace by the blood of his 
eross,’—not by the fears, or repentance of wicked 
men! We, therefore, think that your conclusion, 
30 far frem being a legitimate one, is very clearly 
illegitimate ! 
(To be continued.) 
~~ 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. Enirer,—The belief that there are many 
things hid from the wise and prudent, which are 
revealed unto babes, encourages me also to cast in 
my mite among those, who out of their abundance 
have iatreammed their communications in your use- 
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ble to the language of Scripture, that from the 
moment that Satan entered into him till he repent- 
ed, he was born of Satan. Our Saviour, speaking 
of Judas,says, ‘ It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born’—How born’ Froma state of 
nonentity into being’? No! A just God would never 
have given life to a mortal whom he foreknew would 
become a loser by existence,—How born, then ? 


' Born of whom? Ans. Of Satan. It had bees good 
for him, then, if be had not been born of Satan, or 


influenced by Satan to betray his Lord; and it had 
been good for Peter, likewise, if he had not been 
bern of Satan, or influenced by Satan to deny his 
Lord. Is there any thing unnatural or forced, in the 
preceding remarks? I think not. Our Saviour said 
to Nicodemus, ‘ Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again.’ Who would now expect 
that our Lord meant to infer from that declaration, 
that he who believed on him was born again, or as 
St. John defines it, born of God, unless the apostie 
had thus explained it? And after perceiving by 
this, that he who is influenced by God to love and 
believe on him, is born of God, is it not plainly to be 
discovered,that he who is influenced by Satan to do 
wickedly, is, while under that influence, born of 
Satan; and that it would be good for us all, for our 
present peace, if we were not born of our father 
the devil, or influenced by him to commit sin, the 
wages of which isdeath? You have thus, Mr. Edi- 
tor, my thoughts on those words, which our Saviour 
spake concerning Judas. If you think them wor- 
thy aplace in your paper, you are welcome 
to insert them. That God may make you wise as 
a serpent, and harmless as a dove, and enable 
you to become a powerful instrument to aid in the 
overthrow of Antichrist, is the sincere prayer of 
the weakest of all your brethren in the Gospel of 
Universal love. 
GP 
——o-- 


MOLOCH. 


A Discirce of Calvin, and a preacher of his 
heresy, in aconversation we recently had with him, 
declared, ‘* There will be no natural affection in 
heaven;—I shall then be like God ;—and if ont or 
MY SHILDREN ts then suffering the torments of HELL- 





ful paper. In your remarks on Matthew xxvi. 24. 
exhibited in the 22d and 28d Numbers of the Gos- 
pel Herald, you have, I think, abundantly proved 
by the declaration of him who cannot lie, that the 
salvation of Judas is secured; and that Christ 
when he said,‘ It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born,’ did not thereby aver, that it had 
been good for Judas if he had not been created, or 
made to exist. I will now explain, if God will 
please to vouchsafe me ability, what I conceive to 
be the meaning of those words. If the reader will 
turn to the third chapter of John’s Gospel, he will 
there find that Christ said to Nicodemus, ‘ Excepta 
uman be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.’ Again, John, in bis first Epistle, 4th chap. 
and 7th verse, declares, that ‘every one that loveth 
is born of God’—and in the 5th chap. 1st verse, he 
says, that ‘ whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God.’—No one, | presume, will 
dispute the fact that he who is born of God, is born 
again, and he who is born again, is born of God, and 
that he who is born of God, is sg arencate | the 
Spirit of God. Now when Judas betrayed his 
Lord and Master, was he not influenced by Satan ? 
And if he, who is influenced by the Spirit of God, 
to believe on him, can be said to be born of God,’ 
may not Judas, who was influenced by an evil spirit 
to betray his Lord, be said to be born of Satan? By 
looking at the 8th chap. of John, 44th verse, the 
reader will find that_Christ told the Jews, ‘ Ye are 
of your father the devil, and the lusts of your fa- 
ther ye will do.’ Now, how could the devil with, 
propriety be called their father, unless they were 
at that time his offspring? and how could they 
be his offspring, and of Aim, unless they were 
born him, or infdueneed by him to commit 
sin? If he whose spirit is enlightened and influenced 
by God, can be said to be born of God; then he 
wheee spirit is darkened and influenced by the devil, 
can be said to be born of the devil. We think then 


FIRE tinterminably, I shall behold him unmoved, for 
I shall be swallowed up in LOVE!!!” If this is 
heaven—give me hell!!! If this is love—give me 
hatred!!! That sympathetic feeling implanted in 
our bosoms by the God of Love—that natural 
affection which the God of Nature, the Saviour of 
the world, expressed, when dying on the cross, he 
said, ‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
| do,’ is by this accursed heresy,banished heaven, 
and consigned to hell !!! 

Reader, thereis only taura and rrror! Loek 
at their origin— 


Reason to man by God was given, 

That man might learn the way to heaven. 
Hell made an effort—hence the schism, 
Self-comtradicting Calvinism '"! 


Reason from heaven is light Divine, 
Illuming our benighted mind; 

But Calvinism from hell was sent, 
Our purse and beads to circumvent ' 


—j>— 
Methodism, alias Antichrist. 


In ‘ Tract, Number 2, published by the New- 
York Methodist Tract Society, September, 1818.’ 
Entitled ‘ On the Necessity and Nature of true 
repentance, we read as follows—‘ What! Shalt 
thou be eternally happy in heaven ? Is this glory 
offered then a free gift? Yes, surely as thou arta 
descendant of Adam—surely as thou art born to 
die, this glory is offered to the sinner, TO OBTAIN 
WHICH, thou must assuredly repent, or be Lost 


for ever!!! Repentance, among other things, is de- 


scribed to consist in ‘ earnest nee on the 

reaching of the gospel, and meetings for prayer 
oa social worship,” &e. Quere. Would a Metho 
dist reason this way, if his depended on the 
fair construction of the words he used? We think 





that it may be said of Judas, with propriety ,agreea- 


not. Can any thing be given, which is never re- 





ceived ? No! In page 8d we read— A fourth proof 
of the importance of repentance is manifest from 
the grand design of God in thy creation, preserva 
tion, and redemption : the design of these was thy 
happiness in glorifying God andenjoying him fo, 
ever—and this never can be without repentance 
This noble design will be defeated, and thy soul ang 
body, be for ever miserable in hell, except thou re- 
pentest!’ If this is not the docirine of Antichrist. 
there is ne such thing as the doctrine of Antichrist. 
What! The design of God fail of its accomplish. 
ment for want of the assistance of man! Sham: 
on such impious conclusions. If these perverters 
of the Scriptures were to examine their Bibles, they 
would find, that repentance itself is given---it js as 
much a gift as the air we breathe, or the rain that 
falls! See Acts ii. 31. ‘ Him hath God exalted wit}, 
his right hand a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.’ See 2 
Tim. ii. 25. 

In page 4, we read the following---‘ O fly at once 
to the open arms of a Saviour’s love and mercy - 
there isno escape but there: no shelter from the 
fiery deluge, but Jesus Christ, the sinner’s friend, a 
friend now, but nota sinner’s friend in the great 
day of judgment.’ We pronounce this blasphemy 
Nay more---We challenge the whole Methodist con. 
nerion to produce one testimony from Scripture, te 
prove that Christ is achangeable being, and will 
in future be an enemy to sinners ! Let them answer 
to their conscience, their Saviour, and Judge, for 
this unprovoked and damnable slander, uttered 
against the Saviour of the world. Reader, 
hear the declaration of this calumniated Sa- 
viour---‘ If any man hear my words and believe 
not, I judge him not ; for I came, not to judge the 
world, but to save the world---the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day 
&c., the Father which sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life 
everlasting.’ Joho xii. The Scriptures declare, that 
* God is Leve.’ And the God of love, speaking by 
his prophet, said, ‘I am God, I change not!” Com- 
pare this with the fract from which we made the 
ahove extracts, and if the ‘ Lord be God, follow 
him;’ but if Antichrist be God, follow him! 

Should these remarks meet the eye of any Me- 
thodist, who conscientiously believes the Scriptures 
to be a revelation from God, and who believes they 
are entitled to greater credit than the declaration of 
fallible man, to such anone we say, ‘ Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they (not Adam Clarke, nor the tracts of your 
connexion) are they which testify of Christ!’ 

It is manifest, that the word repentance is but 
little understood. It is a consequence, not cause of 
salvation. A manrepents wheuever he changes his 
mind; let the subject or concern be what it may 
It is turning. Paul addressing the Ephesians, says, 
‘In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the Gespel of your salvation.’ They 
were saved---they were informed of this fact, of 
which they had been ignorant---and when they be- 
lieved this truth, they repented, or turned from the 
worship of dumb idols, to the worship of the true 
God. Paul does not say, that after they repented 
they were saved---the cause was their salvation, the 
knowledge of which pn in them a turning to 
God their Saviour! And the time is coming, when 
‘ All the ends of the world shail remember and 
turn (repent) unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds 
of the nations shall worship before him. For the 
earth is the Lord’s, and he is the Governor among 
the nations.’ Then, this Methodist heresy will be 
annihilated, and death and hell destroyed ! ‘ Look- 
ing for this blessed hops,’ we say, ‘Come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly! 


To Correspondents. 


J. C.1s received, aitempling to prove salvation conds- 
tional, by complying with our sine gua non; and it is 
with t, we add, that the number of communice- 
tions on hand must defer its publication for the present. 
‘An Attentive Reader of the Gospel Herald,’reque sting 
an expesition of Rev. xxii. 11. is received. We shall 
comply with his request, as soon as we have roorn in 
our columns, &c. 





